WHERE'S GOD ON MONDAY
The Meaning of Work

AHHH, THE ANTICHRIST!
1 John 2:18-22

Matthew 22:34-40

God urgently desires for all of us to live deeply in Him.
When we first hear or read this passage, we cringe or even feel offended by
the intense language. The apostle John is talking about the antichrist and even
calling different people the antichrist! Yet the word "love" is mentioned more in 1
John than in any other book of the Bible. I believe when we hear these words, we
sometimes miss the heart behind them. And the heart is that God urgently desires
for all of us to live deeply in Him.
ANTICHRIST
x History and pop culture have elevated the idea of the antichrist. Throughout
the pages of history, there have been accusations of several figures being
the antichrist, such as Nero, Hitler, the papacy, Napoleon, and several US
Presidents. Pop culture has created movies or TV shows of demonic figures or
evil world leaders being the antichrist. Is this portrayal of the antichrist right or
wrong? I would say it is mostly wrong.
x John is the only one in all of scripture to use the word, "antichrist." He uses it
five times in four verses: 1 John 2:18, 2:22, 4:3; 2 John 7.
x John is using the idea of an evil end-time ruler from the Old Testament and the
words of Jesus. In the Old Testament, Daniel has a vision of four beasts and
the coming of the “son of man” at the end of the age (Daniel 7). Jesus refers
to “false Christs” in Matthew 24:24, “For false Christs and false prophets will
appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect – if that
were possible.” Paul refers in 2 Thessalonians 2 of a “man of lawlessness,”
an evil end-time ruler. In Revelation 13, John uses apocalyptic language to
speak of "the beast" who will have authority over the whole earth, and many
will worship him. So, it is true that there will be an evil end-time ruler, but John
seems to be focusing on another use of the word.
x Antichrist, ἀντίχριστος in the Greek, specifically means, one opposed to
Christ. We also learn from John that the antichrist is coming, has already
come, and anyone who denies Jesus is the Christ is the antichrist.
- “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the
antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come.” (1 John 2:18)
- “The one who denies that Jesus is the Christ...” (1 John 2:22)
- “Every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus...” (1 John 4:3)
- Any “who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh...”
(2 John 7)
x When John speaks of the antichrist, he is mainly speaking of false teachers in
the surrounding churches. And yet, using John’s definition of the antichrist as
one opposed to Christ, we can say that many world leaders were antichrists,
opposed to God, and the ways of Jesus.
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Jesus Christ is worthy of our ultimate love.
I.

I. Introduction
“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.” 1 John 2:15
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
Q: How do we reconcile these two scriptures? If God loves the world so much that
He sends His Son Jesus, why is John now telling us not to love the world?
These two scriptures illustrate why the Bible can be confusing to read and why
context is critically important for understanding the author’s intent.
The word “world” (kosmos) may have three different meanings in Scripture, and it is
the context that determines its meaning.
“World” may mean the natural world which God created (Psalm 24:1). It may mean
the human race, which God loves enough to send His Son Jesus Christ to rescue
(John 3:16).
Here “world” means the organized system of human civilization and activity, which is
opposed to God and alienated from Him (John 3:19).
“This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19).
Since humanity’s rebellion against God, there is a collective momentum of human
sin based on a deep commitment to living our life independently of God. This
commitment gets worked out in assumptions and values that are largely unexamined
by those living in their culture.
John is taking up his line of thought that was specifically addressed to the younger
men and women in the church (1 John 2:13b, 14b). He is also simply passing on
what he learned from Jesus (John 15:18-19; 16:33).
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URGENCY AND INTENSITY
x Why is John using such urgent and intense language? We see the intensity
with the use of the word “antichrist” and the urgency as he mentions “the last
hour” (1 John 2:18). John possibly believes the end of the age has started
because of the signs mentioned by Jesus in Matthew 24.
x There is also an urgency and intensity because of the division within the
church, likely instigated by false teachers speaking against Jesus' divinity. We
see John speaking of this division in the following verses:
- v. 19: “They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us.”
- v. 22: “Who is the liar?”
- v. 26: “I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead
you astray.”
x John is angry. False teachers have caused division in the community, but even
worse, they have discredited the person of Jesus Christ, God Himself, the
Anointed One, the Savior of the World.
x For us to see the heart behind the urgency and intensity, we need to view it
as a passionate and protective parent. John uses the language of parent-child
throughout the book of 1 John, often referring to his readers as “dear children”
(1 John 2:18, 28, 3:1). So, John is passionately speaking to the church
community, considering there is a battle for their souls.
THE SOLUTION: LIVING DEEPLY IN CHRIST
x The solution is a call to “remain” in Christ. The word “remain” comes from the
Greek word μενω and is actually used 24 times in the letter of 1 John.
1 John 2:24 says, ”See that what you have heard from the beginning remains
in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.”
x μενω can mean remain, abide, or stay. It is similar to how John uses it in
John 15 where he speaks of the vine and the branches, “remain in me and I
will remain in you” (John 15:4). God is the vine, and we are the branches; our
source for life should be found in Him.
x I am not a huge fan of the word “remain.” It feels static ... like I have “remained”
home for extended periods of time during this COVID-19 pandemic. I prefer
Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase in The Message, where he uses to “live deeply.”
x To live deeply is to be anointed from the Holy One, Jesus Christ. 1 John 2:20,
“But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.”
1 John 2:27, “But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that
anointing is real, not counterfeit – just as it has taught you, remain in him.”
x “Anointing” comes from the Greek χρῖw, which connects to Old Testament
imagery of the priest being anointed with oil, consecrated, set apart for
God. Our anointing and consecration come through Christ, χριστος, the
anointed one.
BATTLE FOR OUR SOUL
x In this world, there is a battle for our souls. Last week Doug spoke of the
subversive power of our culture to seduce our affections away from Jesus.
Specifically focusing on busyness. I wonder what the battle looks like for you
during this bewildering COVID reality. How do you need to live deeply
in Christ?
x We all need to start our day in a posture of looking up, aligning our hearts to
God. If you look at the lives of spiritual figures and leaders, you will almost
always see that they spent at least one hour a day in the morning with God
through prayer and the word. I don’t say this to put a guilt trip on you but to
give you perspective. If we want to be a part of the source of life for ourselves
and others, we need to tap into that source deeply.
x Morning Prayer suggestions:
- Lord’s Prayer
- Ephesians 3:16-21
- Psalm 100
- Psalm 96
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“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to
the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.
John 15:18-19
“… don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God?
Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God."
James 4:4
There is an unholy Trinity that wars against our love and devotion to Jesus Christ: our
sin nature, Satan, and the world.
II. The Kingdom of this World (Revelation 11:15).
A. Ruled by Satan, the Prince of this world (1 John 5:19; John 12:31 14:30)
B. Exaltation of the ego or self - pursues its own ends in self-sufficient 			
independence from God (1 John 2:16).
The primary god of Western, modern culture is now the “sovereign self.” The 		
individual has replaced the Creator God as the center of reality, and the ultimate
goal of life is happiness as determined by the individual self. All external ideas of
truth or morality are rejected from one’s personal feelings and desires.
Ex. “My truth” … “You above all” … Coke commercial – “Just do you.”
Ex. (see pic) Abundant Living – A Workshop on How to Connect with
Your Inner Authenticity”
The self is the epicenter of the world, but God is the epicenter of the Kingdom
of God.
C. Greed aroused by what one sees (1 John 2:16).
EX. Advertising …
D. Life is all about now – what can one have, accomplish, or experience
(1 John 2:16; Matthew 16:26).
E. Passing away (1 John 2:17, 1 Corinthians 7:31, Revelation 11:15).
III. Our Only Hope: Rescue & Regeneration (Colossians 1:13-14, John 3:3-8).
“For wherever the human soul turns itself other than to you, it is fixed on
sorrows even if it is fixed upon beautiful things.” Augustine
Back to John’s command – “Do not love the world…”
Our problem: our hearts must love something. Left to ourselves, apart from God’s
regenerating grace to give us a new heart, we can only love the world. We need both
rescue and regeneration, which is what Jesus Christ came to offer us.
Every human being is made in God’s image, made to love God, but every human
being is blinded and marred by sin. We are all under the spell of Satan and the power
of sin that keeps us loving the world. We need Someone to rescue us!
This reality permeates popular culture in the belief that true love breaks the spell or
curse. This message permeates our fairytales like Sleeping Beauty and Beauty and
the Beast.
Ex. Sleeping Beauty – she falls under the witch’s curse – imprisoned in a castle in a
sleep that can only be broken by the kiss of true love … the prince fights the dragon
to rescue her and awakens her with his kiss.
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