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Part 8: God Don’t Never Change
Hebrews 13:6-8
Supporting Texts: Psalm 102:25-27; Malachi 3:6

Psalm 102:25-27
“In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands.
They will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment.
Like clothing you will change them
and they will be discarded.
But you remain the same,
and your years will never end.”

Key Points:
¢ Unlike material things, God alone is immortal and immune from decay
e God’s rule transcends history and creation. Even when Zion lies in ruins, His kingship
does not falter.
e God’s reign is not reactive or contingent. His governance flows from His unchanging
nature. The eternal kingship reflects His unchanging authority, offering assurance that
His purposes will stand even when His people falter.

Theological lens: Augustine

Key concept: God is pure being, outside time and change.



“In you, the ultimate causes of all fleeting things are forever fixed. In you, the source of all that
changes remains unchanging. In you, the eternal truths behind every temporary, irrational thing
are anchored.” — Augustine, Confessions, Book 1

Why It Matters
Ontological immutability

The Creator—Creature Distinction

Application: God’s unchanging rule gives meaning to our changing world

Malachi 3:6
“l the Lord do not change. So, you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.”

Key Word:
e Change
e “Shana” in Hebrew
e Verb form, means to not change or alter

Key Points:
¢ Malachi reminds us that God Does Not Change

e Malachi presents a profound theological message that addresses the distinctive needs
of the returnees from the exile.

e The book has two main theological themes: an unrivaled God and unreliable people

e The theme of God’s covenantal faithfulness that runs through the entire book also
demonstrates its unity.

Theological lens: Calvin

Key concept: Calvin suggests covenantal constancy- God remains steadfast in His promises
and His character does not alter according to circumstance.

“The constancy of God is conspicuous in this, that he delivered the same doctrine to all ages,
and persists in requiring that worship of his name which he commanded at the beginning.” —
John Calvin, Institutes, Book Second, Chapter 11.13

Why It Matters

Covenant Faithfulness

Assurance and Stability

Application: When you doubt God’s goodness or grow weary in faith, remember: your story is
anchored to a God who never changes.



“So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can mere
mortals do to me?’ Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:6-8

Key Words:
e “Same”’
o Autos- unchangeable
o What is the characteristic? Jesus is the same
e Yesterday, Today, Forever
o How long is Jesus the same: Yesterday, Today and Forever

Key Points:
e This portion of the final chapter of Hebrews begins and ends with comments on leaders

¢ Inthe center, the author lifts up Jesus as the leader par excellence.
e He alone is constant. Moreover, he does not ask his followers to do anything he has not
already done; instead, he leads by example.

e The continuing action is about how the word is being preached and what happens when
preachers depart

e Although the preachers change, the preaching must remain the same.

¢ The unchangeableness of the revelation is a consequence of the transcendent dignity of
Jesus Christ, the originator of the preaching

Theological lenses: Packer

“Fellowship with him, trust in his word, living by faith, standing on the promises of God, are
essentially the same realities for us today as they were for Old and New Testament believers.
This thought brings comfort as we enter into the perplexities of each day: amid all the changes

and uncertainties of life...God and his Christ remain the same—almighty to save.” — Packer, J.
l., Knowing God

Never Static
Christ’s Steadfast love

Application: Jesus is the full expression of God’s being among us and He carries the same
characteristics as God the Father

Big Idea: God’s unchanging nature is the cornerstone of our Christian faith. Because
God doesn’t change, His person, His promises, and His Love are trustworthy and true.
Because of this, we can have hope, no matter the circumstances.

Suggested Further Reading:

Knowledge of the Holy, AW Tozer

Remythologizing Theology, Kevin Vanhoozer
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