
Gospel Bites 

1) Create common ground, 2) Point people to Jesus, 3) Trust God in the rest  

“Gospel Bites” is a conversational tool to respond to people’s thoughts and questions 
about faith and life. It Ʊrst creates common ground to acknowledge in humility and 
deference the validity of their thoughts or questions. This helps create connection and 
opens towards greater dialogue. And then we point people to Jesus through a story about 
Jesus in response to their thought or question. We follow up by asking, “Have you ever 
checked out the biographies of Jesus?” Lastly, we trust God in the rest, hoping and praying 
they get into God’s word and experience a big “bear hug” from God.     

* Taken from Dr. John Dickson’s “Gospel Bites”, The Historical Jesus Lectures 

Conversation Starter Gospel Story Comment 

1) “Religion Seems so 
judgmental.” 

2) “I’m not the religious type.” 
3) “I’ve done too many bad things 

to be a Christian.” 

a) Luke 7:36-50. Jesus 
and the ‘sinful 
woman.’ 

b) Luke 19:1-10, Jesus 
welcomes a tax 
collector. 

c) Luke 15. Parable of 
the Prodigal Son 

Clearly, these individuals were 
anything but ‘good’ people. Jesus’ 
response to them tells us about his 
mission to include the sinners. The 
Prodigal Son parable underlines this 
beautifully        and was Ʊrst spoken to 
“sinners and Pharisees all gathering 
around Jesus.” 

4) “I might not be perfect but I’m 
a pretty good person.” 

5) “As long as we’re honest and 
kind, I don’t think God minds if 
we are religious.” 

 
Matthew 22:23-40, The two 
great commandments. 

Our society often deƱnes being a 
‘good person’ simply as being kind to 
other people (“love your neighbor”) 
However, Jesus insisted this was only 
half the matter. What he required was 
for us to love our neighbors AND God. 

6) “Religion seems      
               so corrupt today, I   
               I just don’t want to             
               Get involved.” 

 
Mark 11:15-17. Jesus’ rage 
in the Temple 

Jesus’ rage against such greed and 
deceit in the name of religion 
resonates with how many feel about 
the church. 

7) “I struggle to believe  
       God just freely    
       forgives; it seems too    
       good to be true.” 
8) “I hate the idea of following all 

those rules and rituals.” 

 
Luke 23:32:46. The thief on 
the cross 

This is one of the clearest examples 
of ‘grace’ in the Bible. The criminal is 
rescued not by works or ‘religion’ but 
by Christ’s mercy. 

9) “What makes you think your 
religion is right, and the others 
are wrong?” 

 
John 14:8-9 Jesus as God ‘in 
the Ʋesh’ 

Only Jesus claimed to oƯer a 
personal revelation/snapshot of God: 
‘If you have seen me, you have seen 
the Father.” It’s worth starting our 



investigation with this most bold of 
claims. 

10) “Religion is the cause of so 
much hatred and war!” 

 
Luke 6:27-36. Jesus’ 
teaching about love and 
non-violence. 

If love is Jesus’ key ethical teaching, 
the problem with a violent Christian is 
not their Christianity, but their 
departure from it. 
 
 

     
11) “Religion is full of self-

righteous hypocrites!” 

 
Luke 6:41-42 Jesus’ 
teaching about a ‘plank’ in 
our eye 

No one was more scathing of 
hypocrisy than Jesus. And he urged 
Christians to see their sin as a ‘plank’ 
in the eye, and the sin of others as a 
‘speck.’ 

      
12) “Why is the church so bigoted 

on issues like same-sex 
marriage     wasn’t Jesus 
accepting of everyone!” 

 
John 8:2-11. The woman 
caught in adultery. “Neither 
do I condemn you. Now 
leave your life of sin.” 

After conceding that the church can 
be like the religious leaders in this 
story, it is worth asking,  
“Do you think it is possible to 
profoundly disagree about moral 
issues and still love people”? Jesus 
was the master of doing both at the 
same  

 


