PHILIPPIANS

Part 1: From Saul to Paul
Acts 9:1-19

The conversion of Saul the Pharisee to Paul, the Apostle, is one of the great apologetics for the
truth of the Gospel, and it directs us to his letters for faith and life in King Jesus.

I. An Unlikely Letter and Claim

“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:5-11

It's hard to express how shocking a claim this was for Paul to make about Jesus Christ! How
does Saul, the Pharisee, go from persecuting Christians for saying that Jesus of Nazareth is



Lord to giving his life to declare this truth at the costs of tremendous suffering and eventually
death at the order of the Roman Emperor Nero?

That’s a historical question that demands an honest attempt at an answer!

The Apostle Paul is responsible for 2/3 of our New Testament writing 13 letters. Today, we start
a new series in the letter to the Philippians that will take us to Easter. Philippians is one of the
most important letters in the New Testament, and it is one of the most popular letters in the New
Testament holding within it some of Paul’s most famous statements.

First, some background to how the letter came about. Before there was a church in Philippi to
receive his letter, there was a man who had his life turned upside down by the resurrected
Jesus Christ.

Il. From Persecutor to Apostle
A. Saul the Zealous Persecutor

“Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul...And Saul
was there, giving approval to his death...On that day a great persecution broke out against the
church at Jerusalem...But Saul began to destroy the church. Going house to house, he dragged
off men and women and put them into prison.” Acts 7:58- 8:3

We first hear of Paul not as the great Apostle to the Gentiles, but as Saul the Pharisee
determined to stamp out the Church.

Q — Why was Saul so committed to persecuting Christians? He understood the Hebrew
Scriptures to guarantee that Jesus’ crucifixion proved he was cursed by God. It was
blasphemous to say that Jesus of Nazareth was Messiah, Savior and Lord. He was “zealous for
the traditions of his fathers “(Galatians 1:13-14; Philippians 3:6).

“Meanwhile Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went
to the high priest and asked for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any
there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to
Jerusalem.” Acts 9:1-2

B. Saul Encounters the Resurrected Jesus Christ (Acts 9:3-9).

Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘| am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. ‘Now get

”

up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” Acts 9:5-6

The last person Saul expected to meet was Jesus of Nazareth! And Jesus’ response to him is
the last thing he would have expected too.
C. Saul is Commissioned as the Apostle Paul (Acts 9:10-19; 26:15-18).

“Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, ‘Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here — has sent me



so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales
fell from Saul’'s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking
some food, he regained his strength.” Acts 9:17-19

Saul experiences the mercy and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in a manner that will set the
course and tone of the rest of his life. He will be known as the apostle of grace.

And history has never been the same. The zealous persecutor of the Church was transformed
and commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ to be the Apostle to the Gentiles.

lll. Pastoral Encouragement from Paul’s Conversion

The Gospel is always personal and immersive. The resurrected Jesus Christ calls us by name
to surrender to him as Savior and Lord. He intends to immerse us in his grace and Kingdom so
that everything in our life is touched by him.

A. We are immersed into a new story — the story of Jesus.

In a single moment, everything Paul believed about reality is shaken to its core requiring a
massive reorientation around the person of Jesus Christ.

“There is the story that you want to be true, and there is the story that is true. Embracing this
truth is the process of maturing in life and in the Kingdom of God.” — John Eldredge

B. We are immersed into the Scriptures as God’s Word.

“Faith is living with our imaginations sanctified by the Word of God.” — Bruce Waltke

We can live with confidence that the Gospel is true, and the Scriptures are the Word of God
(Galatians 1:11-12; 1 Corinthians 2). Peter and the apostles considered Paul’s letters
Scripture (2 Peter 3:14-18).

The conversion of Saul the Pharisee to Paul, the Apostle, is one of the great apologetics for the
truth of the Gospel, and it directs us to his letters for faith and life in King Jesus.

C. We are immersed into a new family and community — the Body of Christ (Acts 9:17).

D. We are immersed in a new mission and hope — living by faith to see the Kingdom on earth
as in heaven.

E. We are immersed in a confidence in the power of the Gospel to save sinners (1 Timothy
1:15-17).

F. We are immersed in a new source of joy. — Philippians is a letter about joy in King Jesus.



“Convinced of this, | know | will remain, and | will continue with you for your progress and
joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus may
overflow on account of me.” Philippians 1:25-26

IV. Invitation

¢ Read the letter weekly this Fall.

e Memorize:
“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything
under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his
glorious body.” Philippians 3:20

Discussion Questions:

1. Read Acts 7:54-8:1; 9:1-2.

2. How would you describe Saul’s perspective of the Christians? Why do you think he was

this way?

Read 9:3-22.

What stands out to you in this narrative? Why?

5. Review the encouragements identified by Doug in Paul's conversion. Which one is most
encouraging to you currently? Why?

6. This week pray Philippians 1:25-26. Take Paul’s desire as a way to pray according to the
Holy Spirit for yourself and those you love.

7. Start to memorize and meditate on Philippians 3:20-21.
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