
Part 2: The Origin Story 

Acts 16:1-15 

Every Christian and church is a miracle of grace called to steward God’s grace in Christ. 

We have come to love origin stories…the original Star Wars trilogy captured our imaginations 
and we needed to know the background story of Darth Vader giving us the prequel trilogy 
explaining how Anakin Skywalker became Darth Vader. More recently the TV series Yellowstone 
with Kevin Costner took the country by storm giving rise to the series 1883 as the Dutton ranch 
origin story. 

Every Christian and every church has an origin story – a story of how someone was moved in 
love to share the gospel with you and others. 

Today, we look at the origin story of the Philippians. 

I. Paul’s Love for the Philippians 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, 
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” Philippians 1:3-6 

Paul had a deep love and affection for the Philippians (Philippians 1:7; 4:1, 14f). Today, we look 
at the beginning of their relationship. We return to the origin story. 

II. Philippians – The Origin Story 

A. Every local church is part of the larger Church of Jesus Christ (Acts 13 - 15). 



The church in Antioch commissioned Barnabas and Paul for their first mission (Acts 13:1-2).   

“While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ So, after they had fasted and 
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.” Acts 13:2-3 

Later, the Jerusalem Council commissioned Paul, Barnabas, and Silas to visit the Gentile 
churches with the Council’s decision about the essentials (Acts 15:22-41).  

“Sometime later Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns 
where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.’” Acts 15:36 

Every local church that was planted knew it was connected relationally and theologically to the 
larger Church founded on the teaching of the Apostles.  

As the Church began to identify the documents that would form the New Testament canon, one 
of the criteria was that the Gospel or letter had to be directly connected to an Apostle or 
someone discipled by an Apostle (Mark was connected to Peter).  

Note: Healthy local churches (and denominations) send missionaries to share the gospel with 
people who have never heard.  

 

B. Gospel-centered ministry keeps essentials at the center and freedom on non-essentials. 

Paul has Timothy circumcised even as the Jerusalem Council said that circumcision is not 
essential for salvation, and Paul was a zealous advocate against circumcision as a necessary 
expression of faith (Acts 16:3; Philippians 3:1-11). Moreover, Paul did not have Titus 
circumcised (Galatians 2:3). Why? Timothy was half-Jew; Titus was full Gentile.  

Paul was committed to putting no “stumbling block” before people that was not essential to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ = Christ crucified & resurrected; saved by grace through faith (Romans 
14:13; 1 Corinthians 8:9; 2 Corinthians 6:3). 

Healthy Gospel ministry is centered in Christ crucified and resurrected rather than making non-
essential matters an unnecessary stumbling block to people (Gospel Essentials are expressed 
in the Apostles Creed; Nicene Creed; EPC Essentials).  
 

C. The Holy Spirit leads in mission – in subtle and obvious ways (Acts 16:6-10). 

Luke is clearly highlighting for us the providence of God. Twice he says that Paul and his team 
were thwarted from going in the direction they assumed they would go – although he does not 
tell us exactly how this happened.  

Ex. Our story of praying and fasting to GCC… 

At the right moment, the Holy Spirit gives Paul a vision, directing him more specifically. But note 
that the vision was not literal. Paul meets Lydia in Macedonia not the man in Paul’s vision.  

Ex. EPC GA Communion service – weeping because I knew we were being called to GCC. 



D. There is mystery in the sovereignty of God, but every Christian and church is a miracle 
(Acts 16:13-15). 

“One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of 
Thyatira, who was a worshipper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s 
message. When she and her household were baptized, she invited us to her home.” Acts 16:14-
15 

Lydia was a Gentile committed to the God of the Jews. She has gathered with other Jews or 
Gentiles committed to Yahweh – “a place of prayer.” We do not know how she came to worship 
Yahweh, but her heart was already seeking God.  

“…perhaps, indeed, it was partly through Lydia’s prayers that Paul received his vision from 
Troas. Anyway, the word Paul preached was in Lydia’s case tapping at a window that was 
already opened.” – Tom Wright 

We see more evidence of the mysterious, sovereign grace of God working in the conversions of 
fortune-telling slave girl and a Gentile Jailer (Acts 16:16-34). These are the first converts or 
Christians in Philippi, who become the foundation of the church there. What a miracle! 

 

E. Every local church is a colony of heaven seeking to proclaim and embody allegiance to 
King Jesus over all other rivals. 

The history of Philippi – it was a Roman military colony going back to 42 BC when Octavian 
(who became Rome’s first emperor Augustus) and Antony defeated Brutus and Cassius in the 
Roman civil war. When Augustus became emperor, he favored Philippi making it a Roman 
colony and expanded its population with retired Roman troops from the war. Because Philippi 
was favored by Augustus, they became fiercely loyal to the emperor. By the time Paul shows up, 
there is strong devotion to the Roman emperor as “lord and Savior.”   

The small band of new followers of King Jesus must now try to live in ways that express their 
ultimate allegiance to King Jesus over the emperor even as they desire to be good citizens. This 
will inevitably lead to their persecution.  

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform 
our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” Philippians 3:20-21 

III. Stewards of Grace (2 Timothy 1:13-14; 1 Peter 4:10) 

Every Christian and church is a miracle of grace called to steward God’s grace in Christ. 

“What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ 
Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us.” 2 Timothy 1:13-14 

 



No local church or single Christian gets to dictate their own theology. Rather, we receive the 
Gospel entrusted to the Apostles. The orthodox theology of the Church has been expressed 
through its Creeds like the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed. The EPC affirms these 
ecumenical Creeds along with a set of written theological statements called “The Essentials of 
Our Faith.” 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Every Christian and church has an origin story – a story of how God’s love and grace 
became real and embodied. What is your story? Who did the Lord use to capture your 
heart? How did this happen?  

2. Consider the reality that others “guarded the good deposit” of the Gospel so that you 
might hear and receive it. Do you know of the stories of those who God used around you 
to bring the Gospel? Do you know what commitments or sacrifices did they made? Offer 
a prayer of thanksgiving for them. 

3. Read Acts 16:6-10 paying attention to the way Luke describes the Spirit’s guidance of 
Paul, Silas & Timothy. What stands out to you? Have you ever experienced Spirit’s 
guidance before? 

4. Read Acts 16:13-15. What are the different ways you see the sovereignty of God at 
work?  

5. Consider the holy imagination of Tom Wright expressed in his quote. What do you think 
of his speculation? Does this encourage or discourage you? Why? 

6. Who can you be praying for the Lord to open their heart? 

 


