PHILIPPIANS

Part 3: Joyful Partnership in the Gospel
Philippians 1:1-11
Deep joy is found in Jesus’ community united in partnership for the gospel.

I. The Paradox of Joy

Ex. Story of C.S. Lewis as a young boy (8 yrs. In Ireland; Roman Catholic)...standing beside his
house by a flower bush; he experienced an extraordinary feeling — a profound sensation swept
his heart; he had no idea what or where, but he experienced it as “the most beautiful thing he
had ever known; the very best of all things.” Later experiences in life left him just as breathless
with a deep longing; he later called these experiences “joy.” As he grew up, he tried every path
in his passion to capture “joy” before he “stumbled into God.” He was shocked to discover that
joy and God were connected. It had never crossed his mind that what he was searching for had
any connection with God!

Joy shows up in surprising ways and places.

“I thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now...” Philippians 1:3-4

Paul expresses both his gratitude to God and his joy in his friendship with the Philippian
Christians.

Gratitude and joy are surprising responses when we consider that Paul wrote this letter from
house arrest in Rome where he was chained to a prison guard, and he was facing the possibility
of execution.



Two weeks ago, we looked at Acts 16 where Paul planted the church in about 52 A.D. with a tiny
band of new converts (Lydia, a demonized slave girl, and a Roman prison guard). It's now about
12 years later. The church has flourished. Paul is under house arrest in Rome. The Philippians
had sent Epaphroditus to supply Paul's needs, and Paul returns him with this letter.

Note: “Joy” or “rejoice” appears 16X in this letter.

Consider what the Lord desires for you and | to learn from this letter of joy. Consider the
circumstances that both Paul and these early Christ followers were facing in the shadow of the
Roman Empire.

Joy is paradoxical; it’s untethered to circumstances.
Joy is rooted in belonging to King Jesus.
Joy is nurtured in the loving and praying community of Jesus’ friends.

Joy is fueled by partnership in the gospel.

Il. Joy is rooted in King Jesus.

“Paul and Timothy, slaves of King Jesus, To all the holy ones in King Jesus at Philippi, together
with the overseers and deacons: Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:1-2

Paul experienced such radical grace from Jesus that he identified himself as Jesus’ slave or
servant. He was so marked by grace that his deepest joy was to serve Jesus in any manner
Jesus required. His service for Jesus was fueled by joy.

The Christians in Philippi experienced such radical grace from Jesus that they were called
saints or holy ones — signifying their identity and status in Jesus. Paul’s letter indicates they
were fueled by the joy of partnering with Paul in Jesus’ mission.

God'’s posture towards them is grace and peace. They live in His favor and blessing fueling their
joy.

“The most basic distinction between the body of Christ and the world is not godly decisions, not
good deeds, not genuine doctrines, but glad delights in the glory of God — the beauty of God,
the excellence of God, the holy majesty of God, the marvelous mercy of God — the person of
God as revealed most in Christ.” — John Piper

lll. Joy is nurtured in the loving and praying community of Jesus’ friends

Paul and the Christians in Philippi had a deep love and affection for one another.



The Church had sent Epaphroditus to care for Paul’s needs under house arrest (Philippians
2:25-30; 4:10, 14). He had made the trip even as he grew so sick that he almost died. He
was a great encouragement to Paul and a source of joy to know that he was not forgotten.

The letter is full of expressions by Paul of his love and joy in the Philippians.

“It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since | have you in my heart; for whether |
am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with
me. God can testify how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.” Philippians

1.7-8

As Paul is praying for them, he knows they have been praying for him as well. Their mutual
love for one another was expressed in praying for one another.

Love, joy, faith, and hope are nurtured in a loving and praying community.

IV. Joy is fueled by partnership in the gospel.

‘I thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this,
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 1:3-6

Every one of us needs a purpose for our life. People slowly wilt without meaning and purpose.
People and communities do much better when they have a purpose beyond their own
happiness.

Both Paul and the Philippians were overwhelmed by God’s radical grace in rescuing them and
bringing them into His beautiful Kingdom. They understood they had been transferred from the
kingdom of darkness, ruled by Satan, into the Kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit had testified to
their hearts that they were daughters and sons of their Heavenly Father. And they knew they
were called into Jesus’ mission of bringing the Kingdom on earth as in Heaven.

Their shared partnership/fellowship fueled their joy by giving them a greater purpose than mere
survival or pleasure.

V. The Surprising Source of Joy



“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” John

15:11

The joy of the Lord that is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10).

Q — What is joy? Someone has said, “It's champagne bubbles for the soul.”

Here’s a suggestion: the joy given by Jesus is the inner delight we experience in knowing we
are loved by the Father, sharing in the grace of the Son, led and empowered by the Holy Spirit
to belong to a community of friends united in partnering for the gospel.

Joy is paradoxical - it’s untethered to circumstances.
Joy is rooted in belonging to King Jesus.
Joy is nurtured in the loving and praying community of Jesus’ friends.

Joy is fueled by partnership in the gospel.
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Joy is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). Paul tells us the Source of our joy in the
Lord, but he does not define joy. How do you define joy?

What has been your experience with joy?

What do you think of Doug'’s suggestion as a way to think of joy?

If joy is a fruit of the Spirit, then joy is paradoxical — untethered to our circumstances.
How do you see this evidenced in Paul in this letter?

Have you known someone who was joyful in the Lord despite challenging
circumstances? Do you know how they cultivated their joy?

What are the challenges to you of receiving and experiencing the joy of the Lord?
What does this passage teach us about joy?

What does this passage teach us about prayer?

This week start to pray Philippians 1:9-11 for someone you love.

Pray Philippians 1:9-11 for one another in your group.



