PHILIPPIANS

Part 6: Unity Under Cultural Opposition
Philippians 1:27-30

Big |dea: As Christians, we live a life worthy of the gospel when we stand firm in Christ, strive
together, and remain faithful under pressure.

Context for the Passage:

Philippi — An Outpost

Philippi was a strategic hub, an outpost in Macedonia that had Roman privileges.

Philippi was geographically in Macedonia but culturally oriented toward Rome.

Its citizens carried Roman identity, values, customs, and loyalties into another geographical
place.

Gupta: “All Romanized people experienced a single-minded, all-consuming zeal to acquire and
demonstrate their status and honor, no matter the social level or occupation.”

If Philippi is an outpost of Rome, what does it mean for the church in Philippi to become an
outpost of the Kingdom of God?

The church in Philippi is experiencing real opposition

Their rejection of local and ancestral religious practices for those following Jesus could affect:
e Family relationships

Friendships

Business relationships

Public reputation

Social status



e Potential interactions with authorities
e Physical Harm

Key tension: What happens when belonging to Jesus threatens your ability to belong
somewhere else?

Teaching the Passage:
Philippians 1:27- A Life Worthy of the Gospel
“Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.”
Many scholars see this as one of the central commands of Philippians.
What conduct It means:
e Live consistently with the gospel.
e Let your conduct correspond to the gospel you confess.
e Let the story you live match the story you say you believe.
Big Idea connection: A life worthy of the gospel is a life in which our allegiance to Jesus
becomes visible.

Word Study: politeuesthe
Translated “conduct yourselves as citizens.”
e His choice is especially significant in a Roman colony like Philippi.
Paul gives them a new polis to consider.
They know what Roman citizenship means.
Rome can make legitimate claims upon them.
But Rome cannot make ultimate claims upon them.
Their highest allegiance belongs to Jesus.

Dual Citizenship
e Qur first citizenship is in the Kingdom.

Our second citizenship exists within our earthly geopolitical reality.

These do not always have to be in conflict.

But when they do conflict, our higher allegiance determines our response.

The Philippians live in Macedonia as citizens of Rome. Paul calls them to live in Philippi

as citizens of heaven.

¢ Big Idea connection: Because our ultimate allegiance belongs to Jesus, our earthly
citizenship is always lived underneath our Kingdom citizenship.

What Does This New Citizenship Look Like?

1. Stand Firm
¢ “Stand firm in the one Spirit...”
¢ Kingdom citizenship requires consistency and perseverance.
e Don't allow external pressure to determine internal allegiance.

2. Strive Together
e “Striving together as one for the faith of the gospel...”
e Singularity of purpose.
e Unity without uniformity
e “One Spirit” unifies us.

Life With Jesus Will Cost You Something



What happens when faithfulness to Jesus costs me something | desperately want to keep?

“Granted to you...to suffer”

Suffering is a pathway to faith

Suffering is a gift

Suffering is a fundamental element for Christian citizenship
Suffering for the sake of Christ.

Small Group Discussion Questions:

What stood out to you most from the sermon? Was there an idea, phrase, illustration, or
part of the passage that caught your attention?

What did you learn about Philippi and the situation of the Christians living there?

The sermon used the image of Philippi as an “outpost” of Rome and the church as an
“outpost of heaven.” What does that image communicate about Christian identity and
citizenship in our modern context?

The sermon suggested that Christians today may experience less overt persecution and
more competition for our loves and allegiances. Where do you see that kind of
competition in our culture?

What are some things that can compete with our ultimate allegiance to Jesus? Which
are especially difficult to recognize because they may actually be good things in
themselves?

Paul calls Christians to “strive together” while also allowing room for differences. What is
the difference between Christian unity and uniformity? What makes that difficult to
practice?

How does the possibility that following Jesus may cost us something challenge the way
we think about Christian faithfulness? Where are you currently experiencing a cost,
tension, or discomfort connected to following Jesus?

Additional Resources:

The Cost of Discipleship- Deitrich Bonhoeffer

Uncommon Unity- Richard Lints

Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering- Tim Keller
The Wounded Healer- Henri Nouwen
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